This review of the 11 chapters in this overview of a "realistic" approach to criminology, recommends this book as a text for use in graduate courses in criminology, public policy and the sociology of deviance. We focus in particular on chapters which advocate legal reforms on behalf of women forced to work in prostitution, and which elaborate the approach of Critical Realism as a model of social research for the emancipation of oppressed minorities.
Introduction
This interesting and valuable collection of essays and reviews on how societies define crime, and treat and process criminals, responds to the claim that: "… criminology is becoming a socially and politically irrelevant, despite its exponential expansion as an academic discipline." The 11 essays counter this "irrelevance" by addressing the question "what is to be done" in relation to a number of issues associated with crime, and how different cultures frame policies to pre- sues. There is a unity of purpose in the policy analyses-on gang-related violence; domestic violence; crime prevention; prison reform; drugs policy; white collar crime; cybercrime; and policies which may protect women on whom prostitution is imposed. The common thread linking these perspectives is that of humanistic treatment of both offenders and victims, and social reforms which can diminish the costs that deterring and treating crime imposes on every society. The theoretical approach linking the papers is that of realism, considering empirical findings not on terms of grand theories of deviance, but in terms of how crime impacts the lives of ordinary people, and how criminals and potential criminals can be detected and reformed, and how ordinary people can be protected from remoter criminal enterprises such as cybercrime, and white collar crime.
The authors of these chapters strive not only to make their social science investigations relevant for their respective cultures, leading to advocacy for policy change: they also try and establish the global or transcultural lessons from their case studies. The authors also describe past initiatives which have been successful in diminishing crime rates in adolescents and adults, in ways which have been highly cost-effective. A dollar spent today on reform and intervention often has a 100 percent return in a decade, when the costs of prevented incarceration are taken into account. This public health approach is most vividly illustrated in the chapters on youth violence, and drugs policy, but in theory, applies to many other types of crime. In a lengthy chapter Nicholas Tilley (from University College, London) makes the case for "middle-range radical realism for crime prevention", through the development of localised, community-focussed crime prevention programmes.
The Chapters Considered in Detail
"Realism" in the community context means the acknowledgement of the practical realities of clusters of poor housing and poverty, which feed youth rebellion.
The "realistic" solution is one of diversion, giving such youth practical avenues for achievement of legitimate goals. These "middle range" policies do not aim to change the social structures which cause poverty, however.
Ben Bowling (from King's College, London) and his colleagues focus on po- McGuire adds to the list of "computer crimes" the cyber attacks on domestic infrastructure, which may amount to a form of international terrorism. Cybercrime is growing, and will increase its threat as the use of electronic devices and media increases. He concludes that such crime is technology dependent, and it will thus be brought down through preventive technologies which can both check and capture the cyber-criminals.
Sexual Exploitation and the Approach of Critical Realism
Through work in policies to end sexual exploitation through prostitution The chapter by John Pitts, "Critical realism and gang violence" is a critical realist approach to street gangs that emphasises models for public policy which could apply equally well to prostituted "sex work." Since I am an enthusiastic supporter of the critical realist approach to issues in the lives of disadvantaged groups, including the sexual violence imposed on girls and women, following the pioneering work of Priscilla Alderson [5] [6], I recommend Pitts' chapter as an exemplar of such research analysis. Sawyerr and Bagley [7] have elaborated the we have applied it in various settings concerning children and youth [8] .
Critical realism is a value-based approach to social research, in which the researcher has a clearly elaborated value commitment which motivates the undertaking of the research, and the interpretation of the research findings (usually using qualitative case studies). Critical realism is ontologically grounded on the recognition of the "absent actors," the ignored, invisible people whose real lives and sufferings society ignores. Abused and disadvantaged children form the ground of much critical realist work [7] . Their lives, needs and struggles are elaborated in critical realist accounts, which identify the power systems in social structures which deny their rights. A process of morphogenesis is advocated, in which the voices of the oppressed become dialectically engaged with power systems in seeking social change [9] . It seems to me that the situation of sexually abused children and adult women (abused through the imposition of prostituted sexuality) ideally fits the critical realist model of emancipation from a kind of slavery.
Conclusion
In conclusion, I can warmly recommend this book as a valuable resource for those who study deviance, criminality, and humanistic models of social intervention and social reform. It could, with other resources, form an important text for study by graduate students.
